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NATIONAL SHOW UPDATE                      
Mr. Ozols has competed the jurying process for our 

National Show. Over 80 paintings have been selected for 
entry.  If you are an artist who entered and was accepted 
into the show, congratulations.  All of us will be soon be 

receiving either an acceptance letter or non-acceptance.  For 
those accepted, this will be one year and with two more 

entries into our 
national show, you will 

have your NOAA 
signature. This show 
entry process was a 

challenge for many of 
us, but we have 

weathered one year, 
and can now move 
forward with more confidence.  Don’t forget—there are 

other shows outside of our area for entry, and now you are 
at least a little more comfortable with the entry process. 

Please note the  calendar information on page 5, and “Save 
the Date” to attend the opening reception#

President’s Report:  from Beverly Boulet on next page 
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PIRATE’S ALEY 2017 

                ARTY FACTS 
                                      monthly newsletter to inform and support members  

Editor:  Wanda McKinney

ANNUAL PRIRATES’ 
ALLEY ART SHOW – !
NOAA will once again be 
sponsoring the Pirates’ Alley 
Art Show in partnership with 
French Quarter Fest on 
Saturday, April 8th and 
Sunday, April 9th. !
The prospectus will be 
handed out at the February 
NOAA meeting, and those 
that are not picked up will be 
mailed the following day.  If 
you were not in the show in 
the past two years, and would 
like to participate, you may 
contact Jane Brown at: 
janebrown@bellsouth.net to 
be added to the mailing 
labels.  !
PLEASE put Pirates’ Alley 
Art Show in the “Subject”, so 
that Jane will recognize that 
your email is not spam. !
We hope you participate in 
this tradition.

mailto:janebrown@bellsouth.net
mailto:janebrown@bellsouth.net
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT FROM BEVERLY 
BOULET 

The holidays are over, and a new year has begun. The Christmas 
party, planned by Wanda and Ria, was lovely, and the food was 
great. Thanks, everyone who attended, helped setup, and brought 
delicious foods and beverages.. The Christmas gift exchange, led 
by Joyce, allowed us to view all of the members' gifts, and the 
artwork was so impressive! Ria led games, and it was a bit 
hilarious. A fun time, all around.#

By the way, we did not have anyone sign up to bring food to the 
January meeting, so please consider bringing a dish .#

The paintings left from our November fundraiser were donated 
to Angel's Place, for their silent auction, and they were very 
grateful. Thanks Pat, Gwen, and Joyce for arranging the delivery, 
and all of the artists who were so generous with their donations!#

Last  Falls' demonstrations included an oil portrait by Bob 
Graham, a PowerPoint presentation, by Laura H., (on 
photographing paintings), and an acrylic demo of a cocker 
spaniel, by Benny Benson. Looking ahead, January's demonstrator 
will be Anthony Bordelon,  who paints quickly, and decisively, 
with wonderful impressionistic results. In February and March, 
we will be treated to demos in watercolor  by Joan DaGradi, and 
acrylic inks on yupo paper by Myrle Van.#

 The entry process of our upcoming national exhibit is over, and 
we are in the jurying stage. Thank you, everyone, who made the 
effort to enter. Wanda and I met with  Mr. Ozols, the juror, and 
he assured us that we will be presenting a very interesting show. 
His decisions will be made by the middle of this month, and the 
opening reception will be Saturday, March 4th, at the New  
Orleans Academy of Fine Art.#

The next planned group show will be Pirate's Alley outdoor show 
in April.#

It will be exciting to see you all on the the 20th,  going forward in 
2017.  Remember to bring a painting for the artist of the month 
competition, hopefully 15 minutes before the meeting.#

!
Beverly 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!
NOAA BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS: 

BEVERLY BOULET 
PRESIDENT#

ANA (RIA) RUSSO:  1st VICE PRESIDENT#

JAN WILKEN:  2ND VICE PRESIDENT#
WYLENE HEATHERLY 
CORRESPONDING 
SECRETARY:  #
LIBBY MCMEEKIN 
RECORDING SECRETARY:#
 #
GARY BURKHOLDER:#
TREASURER#!
GWEN TAPPIN: 
FINANCIAL SECRETARY:#!
MEETING DATES:#
  (almost always, the 3rd Thurs. 
of each month, but there are 
some exceptions.*  Please note 
the dates below:)#!
January  19, 2017#
February 16, 2017#
March  16, 2017#
April  20, 2017#!
May is our annual Spring 
luncheon during which 
incoming officers for the 
following year are installed.#!!
general meeting begins 
at 10:00 a.m.  Please 
arrive 15 minutes early 
for Artist of the Month 
entry !
Lakeview Presbyterian 
Church:  5914 Canal 
Boulevard, N.O., La#!
ample parking in rear 
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When our President, Beverly Boulet, received all of the entry information for our 
national show back from Show Submit, we went to New Orleans Academy of Fine Art and 
met with Auseklis Ozols, our juror and show judge.  One thing which both Beverly and I 
noticed, is that as Mr. Ozols was quickly reviewing the images on the computer, he 
commented about composition numerous times—either will done, or lack there-of.  I 
thought for the educational portion of our newsletter, I would research and outline some 
of the key components for compostion.  I hope you find this both helpful and handy as you 
begin to work on your next painting.%

!
A strong composition is integral in  a successful work of art. It attracts the viewer's eye,   
holds their attention, and prompts a closer look. So, what are the keys to success? Without 
making composition overwhelming, and too difficult, think of it simply as a pleasing 
arrangement of shapes, colors and tones, then address some of the long-standing rules listed 
below, and you’ll find greater success for this often elusive component.	!!
#1:  Composition starts with relationships within the painting.  The viewer must be guided as 
to where to look followed by a sense of flow within the work.  Guide the viewer:  This is 
accomplished by the relationships within a painting: a disparity between the shapes, color and 
tone requires the viewer to mentally compare these, thus moving their eyes around the work—
but in a controlled fashion.	!
#2:  The Golden Ratio: This concept began with the ancient Greeks who believed that both 
tangible and intangible objects have a perfect state of being that defines them. Greek 
mathematicians noticed repeated proportions in nature and geometry and developed a 
mathematical formula for what they thought to be an ideal rectangle—one in which sides are 
at a 1:1.62 ratio.  This lead to the empirical thought that all objects which exhibited this 
proportion were the most pleasing to the eye.  This is still employed today in graphic work , 
such as credit cards, architecture, book covers, etc.  Don’t forget the Golden Ratio!	!
#3:  Rule of Thirds: This states that if you divide any composition into thirds, vertically and 
horizontally, then place the key elements of your image either along these lines or at the 
junctions of them, you’ll achieve a more pleasing arrangement. But does it work? The Rule of 
Thirds works because it demands that the artist makes one element more dominant than 
another. This dominance creates an imbalance, and an imbalance of any sort will always 
attract the viewer's eye.  Why doesn’t just dividing your canvas in half not work?  This creates 
the least amount of interest, because everything is equally balanced—thus boring! Making 
one area of your composition more dominant creates tension,  adding interest, making your 
eyes move around the canvas just to compare relationships. Must each canvas be divided into 
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thirds? You could divide a composition in fourths, fifths or even tenths. So long as there's 
some sort of imbalance, the composition will exhibit tension.  The concept of imbalance is 
crucial—even in color and tone.	!
Here is Wikipedia’s definition of the rule of thirds:  The rule of thirds is a composition guide 
that states that arranging the important features of an image on or near the horizontal and 
vertical lines that would divide the image into thirds horizontally and vertically is visually 
pleasing.	!
#4: Rule of Odds:  One of the first things to decide in a composition is how many elements or 
items there will be in it. And one of the simplest ways to make a composition more dynamic is 
to have an odd number in the composition, say three, five, or seven, rather than an even 
number, say two, four, or six. It's called the Rule of Odds. Having an odd number of things in 
a composition means your eye and brain can't pair them up or group them easily.	!!
#5: Use of lines:  implied or realistic    Lines can be the most important part of a 
composition because you notice them first, and you will follow a line to see where it leads 
you. By creating strong lines for the eyes to follow, we can decide what path we want people 
to take and where we want that path to end. When in your design phase, create lines that keep 
the viewer's eyes flowing around the composition, holding their attention.  Remember, the 
border of your canvas, paper, or whichever support you are using is also a line—though an 
implied one.	!
#6: Work to re-enforce your focal point:  One way to do this is to use lines—real or implied
—to drive the viewer straight to your focal point. If you have a character in your painting 
which is the focal point, try to make surrounding objects, such as arms, swords and buildings, 
point to your subject. You can also use implied lines to frame the subject's face, locking the 
viewer's eyes in place.	!
NOTES:  
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________	!
 	!!
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!
NATIONAL SHOW INFORMATION !

Mr. Auseklis Ozols, Founder and Director of the New 
Orleans Academy of Fine Arts (NOAFA), will jury the 

entries and judge the accepted artworks. Mr. Ozols is a 
graduate of the Pennsylvania Academy of Fine Arts where 

he began his formal training, the University of 
Pennsylvania BFA and Tyler School of Art, Temple 

University MFA and extension at Trenton School of 
Industrial Arts. He has been recognized with numerous 

awards including the coveted William Emlen Cresson 
European Traveling Scholarship from the Pennsylvania 

Academy, several awards from the Annual Exhibitions of 
the National Academy of Design, the first Edward Marshall 

Boehm Award at the New Jersey State Museum, and the 
Delgado Society Award, among the many. His work has 

been exhibited throughout the country and is represented 
in many public and private collections. !

SCHEDULE OF IMPORTANT DATES:  
If you have entered, please post this information to your 

calendar. !
Jan 15, 2017 – Acceptance/Not Invited Notification to 

Artists 
Feb 26, 2017 – Shipped Art to N.O. Agent Deadline Mar 1, 

2017 – All Artwork Delivery to NOAFA 
Mar 4, 2017 – Show Opening, Artist’s Reception and 

Awards 
Mar 4 – 30, 2017 ex Sundays – Exhibit/Show Daily 

8:00am – 4:00 pm (Sat 10:00-12:00) 
Mar 31, 2017 – Show Closing/Art Takedown and 

Pickup  
!

PALMER PARK ART MARKET DATES 
JANUARY 28, 2017 

FEBRUARY 25, 2017 
MARCH 25, 2017 
APRIL 29, 2017 

CONTACT JOYCE LAPORTE FOR  
ENTRY

ART SHOWS/SALES 

!
The deadline for 
entries to the 2017 
Brush with Burden Art 
Show and Sale 
is January 20, 2017.  
Up to 6 entries may be 
submitted 
through www.callforent
ry.org (2017 Brush with 
Burden Art Exhibition).!!
Workshop:!!
“Painting from the 
Soul” with Billie 
Bourgeois at:!
Abbey Art Works, St. 
Joseph’s Abbey in 
Covington.!
Dates: March 2,3,4, 
2017 : 3 days!
Fee:  $350.00!
For more info, visit:!
contact@abbeyartworks.org!!
Call: 985-789-6889!!!
If you have information you 
wish to be published in NOAA’s 
newsletter, please contact 
Wanda @ (504) 920-5499 or 
wandakinn@yahoo.com!!

http://burdenhorticulturesociety.us7.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=91d5ea6fa02a604fa49c356b2&id=c69252f638&e=3c5148479c
mailto:contact@abbeyartworks.org
http://burdenhorticulturesociety.us7.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=91d5ea6fa02a604fa49c356b2&id=c69252f638&e=3c5148479c
mailto:contact@abbeyartworks.org
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